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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Council  Offices, 

Weybridge , Surrey. 

May,  1959. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bagshot  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1958.  The  report  has  been  prepared  in  ajccordance 
TO.th  the  instructions  of  the  IVIinister  of  HeaJith  in  Circular  22/^8, 

The  population  of  the  Rural  District  at  mid-year  1958  ms  15>3^> 
an  increase  of  3^0  from  the  previous  year.  The  natural  increase  from 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  ms  2f8  so  31 2 represented  an  influx  of 
new  population. 

The  birth-rate,  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  to  make  it 
comparable  with  the  country  as  a whole,  v\ra.s  14.92,  conparing  with  l6,4 
for  England  and  T/ales. 

The  death-rate,  similarly  adjusted,  was  1C. 29,  comparing  with  11,7 
for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  18,52  per  1 ,CCC 
live  births  as  compared  with  22,5  for  England  and  Wales, 

Of  the  39  deaths  from  malignant  disease,  7 were  due  to  cancer  of 
the  lung,  giving  a death-rate  of  C.46  per  1 ,0CC,  a similar  figure  to 
last  year.  Research  work  has  been  carried  out  in  this  and  other 
countries  to  determine  -why  this  disease  is  on  the  increase.  The  con- 
clusion reached  is  that  there  is  a definite  relationship  between  cancer 
of  the  Ixang  and  excessive  cigarette  smoking,  the  evidence  showing  that 
mortality  fran  lung  cancer  is  twenty  times  greater  among  heavy  smokers 
as  compared  with  non-smokers. 

The  year  was  remarkable  for  the  negligible  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease,  a few  cases  of  measles  and  only  one  case  of  dysen- 
tery, inported  from  Malaya,  being  notified.  Reference  to  11^7  first 
Annual  Report  and  to  my  Report  on  cases  treated  in  the  Ottershaw 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospitkl  in  1936  shows  quite  a different  picture, 
and  I have  given  the  incidence  and  morbidity  of  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria  in  that  year  later  on  in  this  report  (page  11  ).  Diphtheria 
does  appear  to  be  on  the  way  out  in  this  country,  the  nimiber  of  cases 
in  England  and  Y/ales  last  year  being  only  37 j with  6 deaths,  as  compared 
with  the  years  prior  to  1940  v/hen  60,000  cases  occurred  annually,  v/ith 
3,000  deaths.  The  number  of  cases  has  diminished  every  year  since  1940 
vhen  the  ininunisation  campaign  v/as  commenced  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
^eventive  inoculation  has  been  responsible  for  the  remarkable  saving 
in  the  lives  of  children. 
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The  sewerage  scheme  for  Chobham  and  Bisley  made  good  progress 
during  the  year.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  new  Sewage  Works  at  Chobham 
and  sewerage  of  the  parishes  had  been  couple  ted.  It  is  interesting  to 
recall  that  the  original  Inquiry  into  the  Scheme  took  place  in  1936, 
in  my  first  year  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  support,  and  also  the 
Clerk  and  Chief  Officers  for  their  ready  assistance  and  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  P.  MacIVER . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


FOR  THE  AREA 

Members  of  the  Public  Health  Conmittee  for  the  jyear  1 958 , 

Chairman;  Councillor  Mr.  D.  K.  Collins 

Vice  Chairman;  Councillor  Mr.  R,  K.  Vinycomb,  B.Sc., 

A.M.I.Mech.E. 


Councillor  Capt.  D.  H,  C.  Cooper,  R.N, 

Councillor  Mr,  A.  P,  Coxon. 

Councillor  Mrs.  P.  M,  Eastwood. 

Councillor  Mr,  A.  G.  Martin. 

Co-uncillor  iVIr.  P.  A.  Ivlartineau,  M.A. , J.P. 

(Chairman  of  the  Council). 
Councillor  Mr.  H,  J,  Taylor, 

Co\mcillor  Miss  M.  C.  Wardle, 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

D.  P.  MacIVER,  M.C.,  T.D.,  M.D. , D.P.H. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a similar  capacity 
for  the  Urban  Districts  of  ¥alton  & Yifeybridge  and  Chertsey. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector; 

P.  S.  FORBES,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Mr.  Forbes  holds  the  Certificate  of  'the  Royal  Society  of 
Health,  the  Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other 
Poods  and  the  Diploma  in  General  Hygiene,  Advanced  (Honours) 
of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene, 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector; 

B.  R.  MARCHAHT  (left  28.2.58.) 

M.  STEER,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.  (Commenced  1 .6.58) . 
Clerical  Staff; 

Office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Miss  J.  M.  EGLON. 

Miss  Eglon  is  also  responsible  for  the  secretarial  duties 
appertaining  to  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Walton  & Weybridge  and  the  Urban 
District  of  Chertsey. 
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Office  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

IVIrs.  B.  G.  RATCLIHPE. 

Rodent  Operator; 

G.  YULE. 

Address  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Council  Offices, 

Weybridge, 

Surrey. 

Tel:  Y/eybridge  3811. 

' STATISTICS  AMD  SOCIAL  COKDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 1 6,083 

Estimated  resident  population  in  July  (estimate  supplied 

by  the  Registrar-General) 13,340 

N\Jiriber  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  ..  4,666 

Rateable  Value  ' £218,448 

A sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  , . £843 


Social  Conditions,  including  Chief  Occupations 
of  the  Inhabitants. 


The  District,  which  comprises  throe  parishes,  Bisley,  Chobham 
and  Windlesham,  is  chiefly  residential  in  character.  There  are 
several  small  factories  in  the  area.  A large  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation is  engaged  in  agricilLture , dairy  farming  and  nursery  gardening. 

Committees  ccncemed  vd.th  matters  of  Public  Health . 

Public  Health  Committee, 

Housing  Committee. 

Drainage-  Sub-committee,  ■ • ' 


Vital  Statistics . 


Number  of  Births  ' 

Birth-Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ..  .. 

Birth-Rate  (after  correction  by  the  Registrar- 

General  ' s Compaxability  Factor)  

Niomber  of  Still  Births  

Still  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ..  .. 

Nimiber  of  Deaths  

Death-Rate  (actual)  per  1 ,000  of  the  population 


1937 

1936 

241 

21 6 

16.09 

14.08 

17.06 

14.92 

2 

3 

8.23 

13.70 

135 

168 

9.01 

10.95 
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1E52 

Death-Rate  (after  correction  by  the  Registrar- 

General’s  Comparability  Factor) 8.29  10,29 

Natural  increase  of  population  during  year  by 

excess  of  births  over  deaths  106  48 

Nimiber  of  deaths  of  infants  (under  the  age  of 

one  year)  ..  ..  7 4 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ,,  29.0  l8,52 

Number  of  vramen  dying  in,  or  in  consequence 
of,  childbirth  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil  Nil 

Death-Rate  from  Influenza  per  1 ,000  of  the 

popiuLation  0.07  0,07 

Death-Rate  from  Pneumonia  per  1 ,000  of  the 

population  ..  ..  ..  0,33  0,59 

Death-Rate  from  Measles  per  1 ,000  of  the 

population Nil  Nil 

Death-Rate  from  l/lTiooping  Cough  per  1 ,000  of 

the  population  Nil  Nil 

Death-Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per 

1,000  of  the  popiilation  ..  Nil  0,07 

Death-Rate  from  Cancer  per  1 ,000  of  the 

population  2,34  2.54 

Death-Rate  from  Lung  Cancer  per  1 ,000  of  the 

population  . . . „ 0,47  0,48 

Death-Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1 ,000  of 
the  popifLation  3,34  3,65 

Extracts  fro.mJVi.'l^  Statistics , 

Live  Births;  Ivlale  Female  Total 

Legitimate  107  99  206 

Illegitimate  ..  ,.  ..  5 5 10 

Birth-Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  resident  pop\lLation)- 
Mean  of  five  years  1953-1957  14,83 

Death-Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  resident  population) - 
Mean  of  five  years  1953-1957  9,12 

Total  live  and  still  births  .,  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  219 

Infant  Mortality -Rate  per  1,000  live  births 18,52 

- do.  - legitimate 19,^2 

- do.  - illegitimate  . , . . Nil 

Neonatal  Mortality-Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  9.26 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  and  death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  popuilation  of  the  District,  and  England  and  Y/ales,  for 
1957  and  1958. 
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COJ/IPAEATIVE  BIRTH  MD  DEA.TH  RATES 


♦Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  by  Registrar-Ceneral*s 
Comparability  Factor, 


CAUSES  ^ OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  

Syphilitic  disease  

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  infections  >. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles,.  ..  ..  .,  

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach.. 
j^Ialignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . , 

Malign^t  neoplasm,  uterus  , , . . . . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia , aleukaemia  . . 

Diabetes  ..  .,  «.  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease , angina 
Hypertension  vd.th  heart  disease  . , . . 

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . , . , 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  . . 

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 


Male  Female  Total 


10 

14 

1 

9 

2 

1 

4 

9 


2 

5 

11 

1 

2 

14 

12 

4 
16 

5 

5 

1 


6 

7 

2 

5 

19 

1 

2 

24 
26 

5 

25 
7 
1 
9 

10 
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Male  Total 


Ulcer  of  stomach  atid  duodenum  . . , , . , 3 

Gastritis , enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . , . , 1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  - 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . . 1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . , , - 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  ..  ..  2 

All  other  accidents  3 

Suicide  

Homicide  and  operations  of  v/ar  , , . , 


1 


2 

1 

1 


3 

2 

1 


3 

3 

6 


ALL  CAUSES 


82 


86 


168 


There  were  four  infant  deaths  during  the  year,  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  18.32  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  22,3 
for  England  and  Wales.  Two  occurred  within  the  first  v/eek  of  life 
fron  prematurity  and  two  at  two  months  and  four  months  respectively 
from  broncho-pneimionia. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  APEA 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  district  is  fortunate  in  having  a Pathological  and  Bacterio- 
logical Laboratory  at  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Chertsey,  which  is  used  by 
general  practitioners.  In  addition  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Guildford,  can  carry  out  any  large  scale  investi- 
gation and  also  examines  the  Public  Health  Department's  routine 
samples  of  food  of  all  kinds,  especially  milk,  water  and  ice-cream. 

AmbifLance  Facilities. 

The  Ambulance  Control  Station  for  the  North-Western  area  of  the 
county  is  located  at  Guildford  Road,  Chertsey,  (telephone  Ottershaw 

343). 

In  addition,  the  St.  John  Ambxolance  Brigade  have  one  ambulance 
operating  from  Guildford  Road,  Bags  hot. 
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Mdw±fery. 


The  Surrey  County  Council  maintains  foxnr  v\rhole-time  trained 


nurses.  Their  addresses  are  as.  follows;- 

Iviis  s 'E . Jackson 

1 WestraJ-ia  Villas,' 
Grasmere  Road,"  Li^twater. 

Bagshot  3387 

Mrs.  M.  S,  Spemi 

33  Windle  Close, 
Yifindlesham. 

Bagshot  2185  ' 

^Irs.  A.  Brunskill 

16  Victoria  Road, 
Knaphill . 

Brookwood  3298 

Mrs,  H,  Morten 

Nurse's  Cottage, 
Scotts  Grove  Road, 
Chobham, 

Chobham  270. 

Health  Visitors, 

There  are  two  County  Health  Visitors  in  the  district  who  visit 
homes  under  the  School  Medical  and  Maternity  and  Child  V/elfare 
Services . 

Home  Help  Service , 

The  Coimty  Council  maintains  fron  its  Divisional  Offices  in 
T/oking  a service  for  the  provision  of  home  helps  in  maternity  cases, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  assistance  in  homes  when  illness  is 
present. 


Clinics  and  Treatmait  Centre  s . 


The  Surrey  County  Council  have  provided  the  following  clinics 
and  treatment  centres  under  their  School  Medical  Service  and  i/iater- 
nity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes: - 


Centre 

Bagshot 


Chobham 


Windlesham 

Lightwater 


Address 

St . Anne ' s 
Parish  Hall 


Clinic 

School  Medical 
Child  Welfare 
and  Ante -Natal 


Day 

1 st,  3rd  and  5th  • 
Tuesday,  p.m. 


Village  Hall 


Village 

Institute 

All  Saints 
Church  Hall 


School  Medical  2nd  and  Ath 
and  Child  Y/elfare  Wednesday,  p.m. 


School  Medical 
and  Child  Yfelfare 

School  Medical 
and  Child  Welfare 


1 st , 3rd  and  5th 
Monday,  p.m, 

2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday,  p,m. 


Tuberculosis  Chest  Clinics. 

The  Bagshot  Rural  District  is  served  by  the  tuberculosis  chest 
clinic  at  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Chertsey,  where  the  Chest  Physician 
attends  for  consultation  as  follows; - 
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Venereal  Disease 


3rd  Tiles  day 

Thursdays 

Fridays 


5.30  p.m, 

2,0  p.m, 

9.30  a.m. 


The  following  clinics  are  held  for  any  persons  wishing  to 
attend  from  this  area: - 


GUILDPOED:  Royal  Surrey  Comty  Hospital, 

Males  - Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  3«0  to  7.0  p.m. 
Females  - Mondays  3.0  to  7.6  p.m, 

Thursdays  9.30  to  11,0  a.m. 


KENGSTQN:  Kingston  County  Hospital,  Wolverton  Avenue, 

Females  - Thursdays  3*0  to  7.0  p.m. 


WOKING:  Woking  and  District  Victoria  Hospital, 

IVIales  - Thursdays  5.0  to  7.0  p.m. 


The  Woking  and  Chertsey  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee 
took  over  control  of  the  following  hospitals  serving  the  district 
in  July,  1 948. 

Bed 


General  Hospitals: 


Con5)lement 


St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Chertsey  ..  .,  404 

Woking  Victoria  Hospital  72 

Maternity  Hospitals: 

Maternity  Home,  Windlesham I6 

Maternity  Hospital , Woking  , , . , , . 54 


Infectious  Diseases: 

Ottershaw  Isolation  Hospital 


24 


Chronic  Sick: 


Ottershaw  Hospital  , , , , . . . . 38 
Northcroft  Hospital,  Biglefield  Green  ..  14 
Red  Roses,  Weybridge  12 


National  Assistance  Act,  1949,  Section  47 . 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  under  the 
Section,  Several  cases  did  arise  of  old  people  in  need  of  care  and 
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attention.  These  were  either  taken  over  hy  the  County  Welfare  Depart- 
ment or  persuaded  to  enter  hospital  for  treatment. 

Geriatric  Services  and  the  Care  of  the  Chronic  Sick. 

There  are  6Zf  staffed  chronic  sick  beds  at  Ottershaw,  Northcroft 
(Egham)  and  Red  Roses  (Weybridge)  where  old  persons  who  have  become 
too  frail  or  sick  to  fend  for  themselves  may  be  looked  after  and  re- 
habilitated as  far  as  possible  by  physiotherapy,  remedial  exercises 
and  occupational  therapy. 

Arrangenents  have  also  been  made  for  daily  admissions  to  these 
units  for  these  seiwices.  Rotary  admission  vjhereby  patients  are  admit- 
ted for  two  months  and  discharged  home  for  four  months  has  been  intro- 
duced at  Northcroft  and  Ottershaw.  Temporary  admissions,  to  enable 
persons  looking  after  sick  patients  at  home  to  have  a holiday  are  also 
now  arranged. 

A convalescent  home  in  a nei^bo\uring  district  is  to  be  conver- 
ted for  chronic  sick  beds.  The  13O  extra  beds  so  provided  sho\ild  meet 
the  ever  increasing  demand  for  these  services  in  the  Woking  and 
Chertsey  Hospitals  Group. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  vra,s  a member  of  the  Screening  Sub- 
committee of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  which  aarranges  admis- 
sions to  these  Chronic  Sick  Units.  This  ceased  to  function  in 
October,  1958,  v/hen  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Surrey  County 
Council  appointed  a Geriatrician  to  assist  vlth  the  care  of  the 
elderly  sick  in  this  area.  The  Geriatrician's  duties  include  main- 
taining close  liaison  with  voluntary  organisations  and  making  recom- 
mendations to  them  both  as  to  the  care  of  unfit  patients  and  as  to  the 
general  improvement  of  the  services  being  provided. 

Mort\aaries . 

A mortuary  is  provided  at  the  Lightwater  Cemetery  and  is  avail- 
able for  the  Windlesham  and  Bagshot  area.  The  parishes  of  Chobham 
and  Bisley  have  access  to  the  mortuary  at  Woking. 


- 10  - 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AITO-.  CONTROL  OVI.:". 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever. 

No  cases  were  notified  for  the  first  year  on  recora. 

It  is  interesting  to  cai[5)are  1958  with  1936,  ray  first  year  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ottershaw 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  In  that  year  26  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  notified  from  Bagshot,  and  the  vast  majority  treated  in  hospital. 
The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  was  sioc  Aveeks  and  four  cases 
spent  over  three  months  in  hospital.  Septic  complications  were 
common,  especially  in  infections  of  the  ear,  y/here  operation  'was 
frequently  required.  This  v/as,  of  coerse,  before  tne  discovery  of 
penicillin  and  similar  drugs,  and  even  sulphonamides. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  tenth  consecutive  year  no  cases  have  occurred  in  children 
up  to  school  leaving  age.  This  remarkable  success  has  been  achieved 
mainly  by  tvro  injections  of  prophylactics  at  a month's  interval  begin- 
ning at  about  eight  months  of  age  and  followed  by  a single  sirople- 
mentary  dose  on  entering  school. 

Details  of  outbreaks  occurring  in  other  districts  show  that 
diphtheria  mainly  affects  the  pre-school  and  early  school  age  groups, 
and  emphasise  the  necessity  of  the  above  routine  procedure. 

There  has  been  some  falling  off  in  the  number  of  children 
immunised  on  account  of  the  nAOiriber  registered  for  and  ay;ar'.ting 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis,  before  and  after  Avhich  no  other 
inoculations  are  advised  within  three  weeks. 

By  way  of  comparison,  reference  to  my  first  Annual  Report  for 
1936  shows  that  five  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  children, 
with  one  death.  The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  was  37  days, 
one  case  spending  I6  y/eeks  in  hospital.  This  y/as,  of  coAirse,  before 
immunisation  was  the  rule.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  all  the  cases 
were  associated  with  one  school  (Valley  End)  I carried  out  immunisa- 
tion against  diphtheria  in  the  school  for  the  first  time,  over  60 
children  being  inoculated.  No  further  cases  occurred  after  these 
preventive  measures. 

The  following  figures  give  the  Inmunity  Index  :,it  the  end  of  the 

Total  under 
15  years 

58,5% 


1 to  4 years  3 to  14  years 
Q9,Ofo  49.9fo 


- 11 


Details  of  the  niJiriber  of  children  immunised,  during  the  year  are  as 
follows:  - 


Notification  from  seaports  and  airports  is  received,  from  time  to 
time  of  cases  of  smallpox  or  contacts  of  smallpox  arriving  in  the 
country.  Travellers  from  countries  where  smallpox  is  endemic  can  make 
the  journey  to  this  country  well  within  the  incubation  period.;  indeed, 
in  some  cases  the  distance  can  be  compassed  between  the  onset  of  the 
illness  and  the  first  appearance  of  the  rash.  Once  the  disease  is 
recognised  control  can  usually  be  secux-ed  by  the  proven  methods  of 
ascertainment  of  contacts,  effective  vaccination  of  close  contacts  and 
supervision  for  a period  of  sixteen  days  from  the  last  exposure  to 
infection.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  secure  as  high  a percentage 
as  possible  of  vaccination  in  infancy.  If  re -vaccination  ha.s  to  be 
carried  out  later,  say  in  a local  outbreak  or  for  persons  proceeding 
abroad,  a mild  reaction  is  ensured,  whereas  a primary  vaccination  in 
adult  years  may  react  severely. 

Notifications  have  been  received  of  the  follov'dng  vaccinations 
carried  out:- 


The  cycle  of  measles  outbreaks  extends  over  tv^o  years  vd.th  the 
major  phase  in  one  year  and  the  minor  phase  in  the  follovdng  year. 

This  was  the  year  of  minor  incidence,  ten  cases  being  notified 
as  compared  vd.th  sixty-eight  in  1957*  The  cases  occurred  in  the 
early  age  group  of  school  children  and  in  pre-school  children.  No 
cases  required  hospital  treatment. 

Measles  has  declined  in  severity  in  recent  years.  It  is  a most 
difficult  disease  to  control  as  the  patient  is  liable  to  be  highly 
infectious  before  the  diagnosis  is  suspected. 

Stocks  of  serum  (Gamma  Globulin)  are  available  but,  being 
limited,  are  reserved  for  infants  under  six  months  or  in  ciiildren 
under  two  years  ■where  there  is  a special  risk  if  measles  is  contrac- 
ted. 

'Whooping  Co’ugh. 

No  cases  of  whooping  cough  -vwere  notified. 


Primary  injections 
Reinforcing  doses 


. 215 

. 109 


Primary  vaccination  ...  1 69 

Re -vaccination  ...  1 6 


Measles. 
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Details  of  children  immunised  diiring  the  year  are  as  follows;- 

Primary  injections  203. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis . 

Approximately  77  per  cent  of  school  and  pre-school  children  had 
received  tv/o  injections  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  many  were  receiving 
the  third  and  last  iiajection. 

The  offer  to  vaccinate  persons  aged  13  to  23  years  Yfa.a  made  in 
September,  To  this  there  has  been  a poor  response  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  it  was  decided  to  approach  factories  and  other  groups  of 
vrorkers  direct  at  their  place  of  work. 

Pneumonia, 

Nine  deaths  occurred  from  broncho-pneumonia,  two  in  infants  and 
the  remainder  in  adults  over  80  years  of  age. 

Influenza . 

One  death  occurred  from  influenza  at  the  beginning  of  the  yean, 
follav7ing  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Asian  type  of  Influenza  at  the  end 

of  1937. 


Only  one  case  was  notified  in  a child  of  one  year.  This  was  of 
the  Plexner  type;  the  child  and  parents  had  returned  from  iVialaya  a 
few  days  pirior  to  notification  and  the  infection,  therefore,  appears 
to  have  been  imported. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Total  cases 

Disease  notified. 


Smallpox  . . - 

Scarlet  Fever  .•  - 

Diphtheria . . - 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid  Fever) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 

Pneumonia  ,.  ..  ..  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  - 

Erysipelas  

Malaria  ,.  ..  .,  ,,  - 

Acute  EncephaJ.itis  ..  - 

Measles  10 

7/hooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  Infection  
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• # 


1 


Dysentery  

Poliomyelitis  - paralytic  , , 
Poliomyelitis  - non-paralytic 
Food  Poisoning  


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other_ than  Tuberculosis) . 
According  to  Age  Groups . 
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Non -notifiable  Irif.ectious  Diseases  occurring  in  Co'uncjJ-  Schools . 


Date 

Chickenpox 

German 

Measles 

Mimps 

January 

1 

- 

j February 

- 

March 

1 

41 

April 

9 

_ 

7 

Ivlay 

21 

- 

- I 

June 

5 

- 

July 

- 

- 

- 

August 

- 

- 

- 

September 

- 

- 

- 

j October 

- 

- 

- 

j Novenber 

1 

I 

j December 

1 

2 

j 

j 

Tuberciilosis . 


Cases  added  to  register  during  year: 


Ne\;  Cases  ,c  8 

Transfer  into  district  «.  ..  7 


Cases  removed  from  register  during  year 
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12 


Total  on  register  at  end  of  year: 


Pulmonary  - Males 51 

Females 45 

Non-Pulmonary  - Males  14 

Females 15 

Net  increase  for  tlie  year  3 


The  Chest  Physician  is  in  attendance  at  St,  Peter's  Hospital, 
Chertsey,  New  cases  are  examined  there  and  if  confirmed  as  tubercu- 
lous the  homes  concerned  are  visited  and  contacts  of  the  patient  are 
invited  to  attend  for  further  examination.  Clinical  and  X-ray  exami- 
nations of  these  contacts  are  carried  out  and  arrangements  are  made 
for  tuberculin  testing  and  B.C.G,  vaccination,  if  found  necessary. 

The  Prophylaxis  of  Tuberculosis . 

B.C,C,  Vaccination. 

This  has  been  carried  out  on  domiciliary  contacts  of  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  infants  at  knovm  risk  since  1950, 

In  1954  it  was  extended  to  school  children  between  the  13th  and 
14th  birthday.  These  children  are  first  tested  with  tuberculin  and 
if  found  negative  are  vaccinated.  Approximately  50  per  cent  of  these 
children  have  been  tested  and  it  was  fomd  necessary  to  vaccinate  85 
per  cent  of  these. 


No  action  was  required  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  whose 
lodging  or  accommodation  prevented  the  adoption  of  proper  precautions 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  or  wrho  were  not  taking  proper 
precautions. 


SCHOOLS 

Theare  are  in  the  district  ei^t  Primary,  two  Secondary  Modem  and 
three  Independent  Schools,  It  is  customary  for  Head  Teachers  of 
County  Schools  to  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  absences 
from  schools  in  the  case  of  suspected  infectious  disease. 

During  the  year  all  school  canteens  and  kitchens  wrere  again 
spra^j^'ed  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the  fly  and  insect  population  in 
those  premises, 

mK  SUPPLY 

Since  1954  all  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  required  to  be  heat 
treated  in  accordance  with  the  itLlk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised 
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and  Sterilised  IVIilk)  Regulations,  or,  if  raw,  to  be  derived  from 
attested  herds,  and  sold  as  Tuberculin  Tested  to  which  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Raw  Mlk)  Regulations  apply,  liilk  now  retailed 
in  the  district  can  be  ccnsidei'ed  safe,  provided  adequate  pasteurisa- 
tion is  carried  out.  It  is,  therefore,  considered  necessary  to  con- 
tinue testing  milk  for  adequate  pasteurisation  and  as  an  additional 
safeguard  to  test  unpasteurised  milk  for  the  presence  of  tiiberculosis. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  milk  vendors  on  the  Registers 


Cowkeepers  who  are  retail  traders  4 

Retail  purveyors  v\rhose  premises  are  within  the  area  3 

Retail  purveyors  whose  premises  are  outside  the  area  7 

Dealers  ?/ho  have  been  granted  Supplementary  Licences  4 

Dealers  v\rho  have  been  granted  Licences  to  sell 
designated  milk  6 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  fRaw  Milk)  Regulations,  1^49 . 


iVIilk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Mlk) 
Regulations.  1949. 

During  the  year  forty-one  sairples  of  milk  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  and  biological  tests.  It  is  reassui'ing  to  be  able 
to  report  that  all  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  tests  are  as  follows: - 


The  phosphatase  test  gives  an  indication  of  effective  pasteuri- 
sation, and  the  methylene  blue  test  determines  keeping  quality  and 
cleanliness.  Biological  examination  is  used  to  detect  tubercular 
infection  in  milk. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  is  one  manufacturer  in  the  district.  Equipment  and  plant 
are  in  accordance  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  TreahT:ient)  Regulations  and 
are  maintained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority,'  Yv'ith  -this 
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exception,  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Rural  District  is  manufactured 
outside  the  district,  mainly  by  firms  of  national  repute. 

Eleven  samples  virere  taken  for  examina.tion.  All  samples  were 
placed  in  Grade  I,  which  is  a standard  of  bacterial  purity, 

S?nMvIH\TG  POOL. 

There  is  one  private  sv/imming  pool  in  the  area  to  which  the 
public  are  admitted  dxrring  the  summer  months.  Eight  samples  of  water 
were  taken  and  all  but  one  were  of  the  required  bacteriological 
standard. 


Water  Supply. 

The  parish  of  Bisley  is  supplied  by  the  Woking  Water  Company  and 
the  parishes  of  Chobham  and  Windlesham  by  the  South  West  Suburban 
Water  Company, 

Tvrenty-seven  sanples  of  v/ater  were  taken  from  these  tv/o  supplies 
during  the  year,  tv/enty-three  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

In  1958j  2,347  yards  of  nev/  main  were  laid  in  Chobham  and  155 
yards  in  Windlesham;  268  yards  of  new  main  v\/ere  laid  in  Bisley. 

As  a result  of  a recent  survey  it  has  been  ascertained  that  there 
are  but  23  houses  in  the  district  not  served  by  a supply  of  company’s 
water,  T/'/hile  every  effort  must  be  made  to  reduce  this  low  figure 
still  further  it  is  a fact  that  some  are  isolated  properties  and  it 
woiold  appear  that  there  is  little  chance  of  achieving  a 100  per  cent 
piped  supply  in  the  district  in  the  foreseeable  future.  With  4>643 
houses  in  the  district,  hov/ever,  the  position  is  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Sev/age  Disposal,  Chobham  and  Bisley. 

At  the  time  of  ¥/riting  the  provision  of  sewers  in  the  built-up 
portions  of  Chobham,  West  End  and  Bisley  has  now  been  completed,  and 
so  too  have  the  new  Sev/age  Works  at  Chobham,  receiving  the  sewage 
from  these  areas. 

Several  himdred  properties  have  already  been  connected  to  the 
system  and  connections  are  proceeding  rapidly. 


The  scheme  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Lightv/ater  Sev/age  Works 
has  been  approved  by  the  Iviinister  and  a contract  has  been  let  and  v/ork 
is  expected  to  start  towards  the  end  of  July. 


This  scheme  also  includes  the  provision  of  about  tvvo  and  a half 
miles  of  sev/ers,  mainly  in  private  streets  which  arc  considerably 
built  up. 
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FOOD  AM)  DRUGS  ACT.  19 


Sections  1 , 2,  6 and  32  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955>  sire 
administered  by  the  Surrey  Coxjnty  Council.  The  County  Medical  Officer 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  table  of  work  done  in  the  Bagshot 
Rural  District  during  1 938* 


Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated  or 
deteriorated 

Formal 

Infomal 

Formal 

Informal 

Flour  . . . . 

2 

Meat,  cooked 
and  prepaored 

1 

8 

1 

3 

Milk  . . , , 

34- 

- 

2 

- 

Siagar  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

36 

10 

3 

3 

Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Bagshot . 
June  1959. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bagshot  Rural  District  Comcil. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honoinr  to  present  my  second  annioal  report  for  the 
year  1958. 

During  the  year  the  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  left  and 
three  months  elapsed  before  it  -was  possible  for  Mr,  M,  Steer  to 
commence  duties  as  my  assistant.  Since  his  appointment  I am  glad  to 
report  that  many  routine  visits  -which  had,  of  necessity,  been  some- 
■what  neglected  -were  stepped  up  to  a most  satisfactory  level.  Most 
notably  inspections  of  food  premises  have  received  particiiLar  atten- 
tion. 


Many  calls  on  the  department  for  advice  on  all  aspects  of 
environmental  health  and  hygiene  have  again  been  made.  Every  effort 
is  made  in  all  cases  to  give  useful  help.  This  advisory  service 
often  involves  visits,  and  -takes  up  a not  inconsiderable  amount  of 
your  Inspectors*  time.  Nevertheless  it  is  regarded  as  most  impor-tant 
and  v/or-thwhile , 

The  day  to  day  administration  of  the  cleansing  service  has  again 
occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the  staff.  I am  glad  to  report  that  the 
additional  cesspool  emptier  has  made  it  possible  to  provide  an 
adequate  service  -throughout  the  year  and  over  3,000  emptyings  of 
cesspools  have  been  carried  out.  The  target  of  a regular  and  consis- 
tent seven  day  collection  of  refuse  remains  el-usive  but  the  year’s 
work  shows  some  improvement  in  spite  of  the  steady  growth  of  proper- 
ties and  popiilation. 

As  a result  of  progress  made  in  the  Chobham  and  Bisley  se\«erage 
scheme  there  are  already  indications  that  some  of  the  black  spots  for 
sewage  pollution  are  being  eliminated,  and  in  spite  of  its  troubled 
path  to  implementation  this  scheme  can  bring  nothing  but  good, 

Slvun  clearance  has  not  been  spectacialar,  partly  due  to  restric- 
tions placed  upon  the  Cornell’s  biiilding  programme.  The  slum 
clearance  problem  in  the  district,  however,  cannot  be  said  to  be  a 
serious  one  at  the  present  time,  although  Category  5.  houses  must  be 
dealt  -with  whenever  the  opportunity  arises.  In  this  respect  I -would 
like  to  see  a minimum  number  scheduled  for  positive  action  e-very  year. 
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In  conclusion,  may  I express  my  thanks  to  members  for  their 
support  in  the  work  of  the  deparhnent.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the 
office  and  depot  staff  for  their  help  and  support  throughout  the  year 
and  also  to  the  other  departments  of  the  Council  for  their  ready 
assistance  and  co-operation, 

I have  the  honour  to  he,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  S.  FORBES. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OP  THE 


Dwelling  hoxises  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts 52 

Premises  inspected  under  the  Itiblic  Health  Acts  other 

than  above  ,,  254 

Premises  inspected  re  infectious  diseases  12 

Inspection  of; 

Food  premises  and  under  the  Meat  Regulations  1 21 

Dairies  8 

Factories,  etc 84 

Encampments  (Tent  and  Van  Dwellers)  ..  ..  88 

Chobham  Camp  29 

Rodent  Control 209 

Total  inspections  857 


Verbal  Notices, 


Number  of  verbal  notices  given ••  124 

Number  of  verbal  notices  complied  with  108 

Number  of  verbal  notices  in  respect  of  vjhich  work  is  in 

hand  ••  4 

Nimcber  of  verbal  notices  outstanding  ••  12 

Preliminaiy  Written  Notices. 


Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  42 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  va.th 36 

Niamber  of  preliminary  notices  in  respect  of  which  work 

is  in  hand  2 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  outstanding  4 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Sections  101-103  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


- 22  - 


1 


[nspec^ons  for  pxjrposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  made  by 
Public  Health 
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2,  Cases  in  -which  DEFECTS  were  found, 


Nvji'Jber  of  cases  in  v/hich 
defects  were  found 


Number  of 
cases  in 
whieh 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 


Found  Reme-  5 
died  r 


Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  . . 

Unreasonable  tern-  j 

perat\ire  . • ! 

Inadequate  venti-  « 

lation  . . . . [ 

Ineffective  5 

drainage  of  floors  | 

t 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences  ! 

(a)  Insufficient  | 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  \ 

defective  | 

(c)  Not  separate  | 

for  sexes  , | 

Other  offences  ] 

(not  including  | 

offences  relating 
to  Homework)  . , j 


TOTAL 


24 


Factories  Act 


Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

A sitrvey  vra.s  made  during  the  latter  pant  of  the  year  of  factories 
to  which  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937^  applies.  As  a 
result,  the  work  of  revising  certificates  of  means  of  escape  was 
started  and  also  the  issue  of  new  certificates  where  appropriate. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  13  factories  to  v/hich  Section 
34  applied.  Of  this  number  only  six  were  found  to  have  a certifi- 
cate in  force.  Two  of  these  six  were  in  need  of  revision  and  this 
was  carried  out.  Three  new  certificates  were  issued  hy  the  end  of 
the  year.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  with  this  w'ork  so  that  all 
factories  to  which  the  Section  applies  are  brought  up  to  the  neces- 
sary standard  and  a certificate  issued  at  the  earliest  possible  date 
in  the  nevf  year. 

Premises  and  Occupations  Byelaws . 

No  offensive  trade  has. been  established  and  there  are  no  known 
\jnderground  sleeping  rooms. 

Eradication  a^Veimiia. 

During  the  year  no  cases  of  bed  bug  infestation  were  located. 
Advice  and  assistance  was  given  in  disinfestations  of  cockroaches. 

All  school  meals  kitchens  were  treated  against  flies  twice  during 
the  year  and  results  indicated  that  while  one  hundred  per  cent 
eradication  was  not  effected,  the  v/ork  was  well  worth  while. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 . 

During  the  year  472  premises  were  inspected  for  rats  or  mice. 

One  hundred  and  forty  one  infestations  of  rats  were  located.  These, 
together  with  twenty  mice  infestations,  were  treated  by  the  Council's 
rodent  operator.  A charge  for  this  service  was  made  at  business 
premises.  Private  houses  v/ere  treated  mthout  charge  except  where 
there  was  evidence  of  neglect  which  had  encouraged  or  aggravated 
infestations.  The  rodent  operator  if&s  off  duty  for  approximately 
three  months  during  the  year  as  a result  of  a motor  accident. 

The  usual  sewer  tests  were  canried  out  and  a minor  infestation 
of  the  Council's  sev^ers  in  the  Jenkins  Hill  area  of  Bagshot  was 
detected.  Effective  control  was  again  maintedned  by  the  use  of 
Warfarin  3»  used  in  the  sewers  together  with  a mo\lLd  inhibitor. 

Again  the  importance  of  regular  inspection  of  the  district  for 
the  early  detection  of  rat  infestations  must  be  emphasized  and  the 
Council's  support  for  the  provision  of  the  necessary  service  is  most 
welcome. 
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Cesspool  Emptying. 

Delivery  ms  taken  during  the  year  of  a new  1100  gallon  capacity 
machine.  This,  together  with  the  two  800  gallon  machines  alreac3y  in 
lise,  have  made  it  possible  to  deal  v/ith  the  heavy  demand  for  tte  cess- 
pool emptying  service  without  xindue  delay  throughout  the  yeeLT.  The 
full  effect  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  in  Chohham,  Bisley  and  West  End 
was  not  felt  during  the  year  hut  in  view  of  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  free  service  to  these  districts  it  is  anticipated  that  the  number 
of  emptyings  carried  out  annually  by  the  Coxmcil  irill  not  be  reduced 
appreciably.  This  is  because  many  occupiers  in  the  above  mentioned 
areas  requested  cesspool  emptyings  fewer  times  than  v/as  really  neces- 
sary on  accouint  of  the  charge,  reasonable  though  the  charge  was.  With 
the  extension  of  the  free  service  from  Windlesham  parish  to  include 
Chobham  and  Bisley  parishes,  the  number  of  annual  en^tyings  is  not 
likely  to  fall  in  spite  of  the  elimination  of  cesspools  on  the  line  of 
the  new  sewers.  Benefit  will  be  obtained  in  the  reduction  of  pollu- 
tion of  streams  and  watercoxjrses  from  overflowing  cesspools. 

During  the  year  28,082  miles  were  travelled  by  the  three  vehicles 
on  cesspool  emptying  duties.  The  two  Dennis  petrol  engined  vehicles 
averaged  6,8  miles  to  the  gallon  and  the  diesel  powered  Shelvoke  and 
Drewry  vehicle  averaged  1 2,4  miles  to  the  gallon, 

A total  of  3»122  emptyings  were  carried  out,  995  in  Windlesham 
and  21  27  in  Chobham  and  Bisley,  In  the  two  latter  parishes  no  special 
rate  was  levied  and  the  work  was  carried  out  on  payment. 

Refuse  Collection. 

During  the  year  two  Dennis  side  loaders  and  a l6  cubic  yard 
Shelvoke  and  Drewry  fore-and-aft  tipper  were  used  on  the  three  refiose 
collection  routes.  An  order  was  placed  dxoring  the  year  for  the 
replacement  of  one  Dennis  (purchased  in  1950)  by  a further  Shelvoke 
and  Drewry  vehicle. 

Shortage  of  suitable  labour  again  proved  to  be  our  main  difficulty 
in  the  refuse  collection  service.  The  support  of  the  Council  is 
appreciated  in  their  readiness  to  consider  auiy  possible  way  of 
improving  the  position.  The  average  frequency  of  collection  has  been 
maintained,  not  without  difficxolty,  at  between  seven  and  twelve  days. 

On  occasions,  mainly  following  holiday  periods,  the  frequency  has  been 
at  twelve-day  intervals  when  inevitably  there  have  been  complaints. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Depot  Foreman,  Mr.  T,  Woodham,  and  to  the  drivers 
and  crews  for  their  work  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  year  24,31 6 miles  were  covered  by  the  refuse  vehicles 
on  household  and  salvage  collections  plus  special  collections  from 
business  premises. 
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Approximately  3 >500  tons  of  refuse  were  dealt  va.th  and  the 
Bagshot  tip,  v/hich  has  been  in  use  for  some  30  years,  is  now  full. 
This  long  tip  life  has  undoubtedly  been  made  possible  by  the  doubt- 
ful practice  of  periodic  uncontrolled  b-uming  of  refuse  at  the  tip. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  negotiations  v/ere  progressing  favourably 
for  the  purchase  of  land  near  the  Chobham  Sev/age  Disposal  T/orks  for 
use  8LS  a tip.  This  site  is  expected  to  be  put  to  me  in  early  1959. 
The  site  is  a little  over  four  acres  in  size  and  therefore  should 
provide  a tipping  .life  of  about  four  years.  It  is  necessary  to  look 
ahead  and  efforts  must  be  made  to  secure  more  siiitable  land  for 
tipping  as  an  insurance  for  the  future.  IVIany  Local  Authorities  are 
in  great  difficulty  over  the  acquisition  of  tipping  land  and  the 
opportunity  of  acquiring  some  additional  land  must  be  taken  should 
it  arise. 


During  the  year  salvaged  materials  were  collected  and  sorted. 
The  foUov/ing  items  v/ere  sold  to  merchants 


Tons 

£ 

Paper,  cardboard,  books,  magazines, 
newspapers. 

Rags,  wools,  scrap  iron,  non-ferrous  me'bals. 

104 

850 

bones,  tyres,  etc. 

178 

£1 ,028 

Conclusion. 

Since  the  immediate  pre-war  years  the  number  of  premises  to  be 
served  by  the  public  cleansing  service  has  increased  by  about  one 
third  and  the  popifLation  of  the  district  has  increased  by  one  quarter. 
In  those  days  the  service  was  carried  out  by  three  vehicles  manned 
by  eight  collectors.  To-day  three  vehicles  operate  manned  by  eleven 
collectors.  The  frequency  of  collection  varies  from  seven  to  tv/elve 
days  in  the  average  and  v/-hile  this  is  not  unsatisfactory  a consis- 
tent seven  day  collection  is  the  target.  Some  easing  of  the  shortage 
of  suitable  labour  would  be  the  greatest  help  in  achieving  this  aim. 
The  larger  capacity  vehicles  have  undoubtedly  helped  the  service  keep 
pace  with  the  increase  in  pop\iLation  and  the  increasing  amount  of 
refuse  for  collection.  The  building  of  '’all  electric"  housing  estates 
tends  to  s-v>fell  the  loads  of  the  crews  and  brings  v/ith  it  an  increasing 
problem  of  tipping  space.  The  bulk  of  the  refuse  collected  is  readily 
combustible  and  it  would  help  if  householders  could  bum  as  much  of 
their  refuse  as  possible. 
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HOUSING. 


(1 ) (a)  Total  nutriber  of  divelling  houses  inspected- for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts ) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  fomd  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injvirious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ..  ,,  ,, 

(3)  Nimiber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects 
Formal  Notice, 


Nimiber  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ..  


Housing  Act,  1936  - Part  IV.  - Overcrowding. 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrov/ded  at  the  end  of 
the  year  

(ii)  N\miber  of  families  dwelling  therein  .. 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .. 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during' 

the  year  ..  ..  ,,  ..  .. 

(ii)  N'umber  of  persons  concerned  in. such  cases  .. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
agedn  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  tahen  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrovding 


During  the  year  44  houses  were  completed  and  1 8 were  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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1 36 
1 36. 

7 

34 

23 

3 

5 

28 

1 

1 

,9 

Nil. 


In  1 957  one  himdred  and  nineteen  houses  "were  erected  and 
there  were  one  hundred  and  fourteen  under  construction  at  the  31  st 
December. 

Temporary  Housing  Accommodation,  j^chham  Common. 

A further  reduction  in  the  number  of  fanilies  living  in  the  huts 
at  Chobham  Common  ms  made  during  the  year.  At  the  31  st  December 
only  nine  families  remained.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  remaining 
families  will  be  rehoused  during  the  first  month  of  the  new  year  and 
the  demolition  of  existing  huts  will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficiiLt  to  sell  these  huts  ais  new 
temporary  structures  of  an  improved  type  are  now  readily  available. 

The  huts  were  first  occupied  about  fourteen  years  ago  and 
originally  housed  some  one  hundred  and  forty  faiiiilies.  The  huts  have 
served  a very  useful  purpose  although  much  effort  and  expense  has 
gone  into  the  conversions  and  to  keeping  them  dry  and  weatherproof. 

It  is  -v/ith  some  feeling  of  relief,  no  doubt  shared  by  all  members, 
that  I am  able  to  say  that  this  is  the  last  annual  report  in  which 
this  item  will  appear. 

Unfit  Houses. 

A list  of  unfit  houses  produced  in  accordance  vd.th  Section  1 . 
of  the  Hoi:ising  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  consisted  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  properties  of  Yvhich  forty-nine  have  since  been 
demolished,  closed  or  reconditioned.  The  total  remaining  at  the 
time  of  writing  is  therefore  seventy-four.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  Council's  building  prograaime  for  1959  is  again  restricted  as 
this  will  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  rate  which  these  Category  5« 
houses  are  dealt  with.  Every  opportunity  has  been  talcpn  to  encourage 
and  bring  about  improvement  and  reconditioning  works  to  properties 
listed,  and  again  this  year  Improvement  Grants  have  played  their  part. 
These  grants  have  perhaps  been  most  useful  in  saving  borderline 
houses  from  deterioration  and  subsequent  incliision  in  the  Category  5» 
list. 


During  the  year  twelve  applications  for  certificates  of  dis- 
repair were  received  under  this  Act.  Subsequently  five  undertakings 
to  carry  out  works  were  given  by  landlords  in  respect  of  these 
applications  and  eight  certificates  of  disrepair  issued. 

There  were  many  requests  for  advice  from  tenants  on  this  subject 
but  the  number  of  applications  for  certificates  has  been  less  than 
expected,  klany  tenants  found  difficulties  in  the  procedure  under 
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the  Act,  mainly  in  the  setting  do\m  of  defects  on  Form  G-.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  Comcil  sold  on  request  some  fifty 
Forms  G.  The  total  applications  for  certificates  received  since 
the  Act  came  into  force  has  been  eighteen  and  therefore  one  could 
infer  that  agreement  has  been  reached  between  landlord  and  tenant 
in  the  balance  of  cases,  i.e,  thirty- two.  I am  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  however,  that  many  of  the  Forms  G.  sold  to  tenants  were 
never  completed  and  served  on  landlords. 


During  the  year  thirty-one  caravans  were  licensed  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  At  the  31st  December  there  were  nineteen 
caravans  requiring  renewal  of  existing  licences  or  new  licences, 
tv\?elve  having  been  removed  or  were  no  longer  occupied.  There  v/ere, 
in  addition  to  the  nineteen,  some  fourteen  known  cairavans  in  the 
district  -v\^ich  were  unoccupied  or  used  in  conjunction  with  a house 
for  sleeping  piarposes  only.  Two  caravans  have  been  the  subject  of 
formal  action  under  the  Housing  Act  as  unfit  dwellings. 

During  the  year  applications  for  site  licences  were  refused  in 
two  cases.  On  one  of  these  sites  eleven  canavans  wre  actually 
stationed  there  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  at  31  st  December 
five  remained.  Permission  under  the  Planning  Acts  had  also  been 
refused  and  the  two  sites  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  appeal  in  the 
new  year. 
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■spection  and  Supervision  of  Food, 


Final  surveys  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  have  been  made 
this  year  and  there  is  a reasonable  standard  of  compliance.  Some 
give  and  take  has  been  necessary  over  the  provision  of  separate  "wash 
hand  basins  in  the  smaller  shops  where  there  are  only  one  or  two  food 
handlers.  A hand  wash  bowl  has  been  permitted  ±n  such  cases  to  be 
used  in  conjunction  vidth  a sink.  In  larger  businesses  a sepearate 
fixed  basin  is  required  although  space  difficulties,  as  mentioned 
in  the  previous  paragraph,  have  arisen  here. 

Improvements  are  required  in  several  shops  in  Chobham  which  have 
been  awaiting  the  new  sewer.  At  the  time  of  \irriting  work  has 
commenced  at  two  shops  there  and  negotiations  are  proceeding  in  other 
cases. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  district  is  not  unsatis- 
factory, All  owners,  managers  and  food  handlers  are  co-operative 
which  is  most  important  and  depends  on  frequent  visits  and  the  main- 
tenance of  good  relations  between  the  food  trade  and  inspectors. 

The  one  premises  which  is  unsatisfactory  is  well  known  to  the  Council 
and  this  case  of  an  elderly  person  presents  certain  difficulties  where 
the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Regulations  would  not  produce  a satis- 
factoiy  result. 

All  milk  and  ice  cream  samples  taJcen  during  the  year  proved 
satisfactory.  Much  time  has  been  given  to  the  routine  sampling  of 
milk  and  ice  cream  since  the  v/ar  and  whilst  these  products,  by  their 
very  nature,  will  always  require  attention,  perhaps  some  time  could 
now  be  given  to  sane  other  foods.  Cream  cakes  and  cooked  meat  pro- 
ducts spring  to  mind  as  being  worthwhile  subjects.  The  absence  of 
set  standards  vrould  bring  difficulties  of  interpretation  of  bacterial 
examination  results.  These  resilLts  would  have  to  be  regarded  with 
caution  \mtil  their  full  implication  v/as  appreciated.  The  pooling 
of  results  for  given  products  may  well  be  useful  between  groups  of 
authorities.  A high  average  bacterial  coiant  in  the  case  of  a certain 
product  wo\iLd  certainly  justify  a closer  study  of  the  methods  of 
production  and  the  standards  of  hygiene  along  the  line  from  produc- 
tion through  to  consumer.  Such  work  may  lead  to  the  setting  up  of 
minimum  standards  of  purity  for  certain  foods  where  it  could  be  shown 
that  there  was  any  potential  danger. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods, 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  inspections  wrere  made  at  premises 
where  food  is  stored,  prepared  or  sold. 

During  the  year  28  lbs.  of  fish,  476  lbs.  of  chicken,  56  lbs, 
of  meat,  one  fore-quarter  of  beef,  66  lbs,  of  cheese  and  a large 
quantity  of  tinned  goods  were  voluntarily  siirrendered  and  destroyed, 
having  been  judged  unfit  for  human  consiomption. 
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Food  Hyp;iene. 

The  distribution  of  retail  food  premises  is  as  foUov/s:- 

Greengrocers  8 

Cafes  . . 23 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  • . . . . . 1 

Confectioners  (ice  cream  and  sweets)  ,,  15 

General  Stores  . . . , 39 

Butche  rs  11- 

Fishmongers  8 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  5 

Dairies  4 

The  follovd.ng  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938:- 

Sausage  and  pressed  meat  manufacturers  9 

Ice  cream  stores  or  manufacturers  . . 55 

The  niimber  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regiolations,  1949,  is  four. 
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